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COVID-19 global epidemiological situation 
Cases and deaths reported to WHO, as of 4 October 2020 

Global Americas 

Cases ~36 mln > 17 mln (48%) 

Deaths > 1 mln ~580 K (55%) 

As of 8 October 2020 



• Mass gatherings are events characterized by the concentration of 
people at a specific location for a specific purpose over a set period of 
time that have the potential to strain the planning and response 
resources of the host country or community (WHO, 2015) 

Mass gatherings: definition 



• Events that can: 

• Potentially contribute to spreading 
COVID-19 

• Potentially disrupt the health response 
capacity  

• Closeness, frequency and duration of the 
interaction are the most important risk 
factors 

• Also “smaller events” may be considered 
as mass gatherings 

• Sporting, music, religious events + others  

Mass gatherings in the context of COVID-19 



Mass gatherings in the context of COVID-19: 
risk assessment 

• Any decision to restrict, modify, postpone, 
cancel, or proceed with holding a mass 
gathering should be based on a rigorous 
risk-assessment exercise, tailored to the 
event 

• WHO has developed tools that: 

• Take into account the risks associated 
with the event and the capacity of 
organizers/health authorities to reduce 
such risks by applying specific mitigation 
measures 

• Generate a numerical risk score for the 
event corresponding to a graded 
recommendation 

 



Mass gatherings WHO risk assessment tools 
include: 

• A generic COVID-19 risk 
assessment tool 

• A tool tailored for sports events 

• A tool tailored for religious 
events  

 

• Several external constituencies 
have adapted/are adapting 
WHO tools for specific purposes 
(especially for sport-related 
events): football, rugby, sail, 
indoor sports, etc. – non-WHO 
publications 

• Before – During – After the 
event 
 

• Are there sports that could be 
considered a lower or higher 
risk?  

• Size of event   
• Indoor or outdoor locations 
• Venue facilities   
• Demographics (age and health) 
• Risk communication   



• WHO does not have the mandate to enforce any action with regard to a 
mass gathering (modification, postponement, cancellation, etc.) or to 
authorize that it may proceed 

• Rather, WHO develops (and regularly updates) guidance on best practice, 
based on current best evidence, and makes it available to relevant 
authorities and institutions  

Mass gatherings WHO risk assessment tools 
include: 



WHO Mass gatherings 
COVID-19 support provided 

IOC 

FIA 
FIFA 

ECA 

FIBA & 
NBA 

USOPC 

WORLD 
SAILING CMO 

INTERNATIONAL 
HANDBALL 
FEERATION 

World 
Federation of 

sporting 
goods 

industries 

Rowing 
Canada 
Aviron  

World 
Rugby  



(Physical activity and COVID-19) 

• Olympic athletes will help deliver important public health 

information 

• Pay attention to our own mental and physical health and help 

others who may need extra support 



• Pilot campaign: 2 October – 5 November 2020 
 

• 45 athletes confirmed in pilot (judo, soccer and 
gymnastics to canoe slalom, race walking and surfing)  
 

• Athlete Playbooks 
 

• Argentina: #HealthyTogether and #UnidosPorLaSalud 

• Brazil: #HealthyTogether and #JuntosComSaúde 

• Colombia: #HealthyTogether and 
#UnidosMásSaludables 

• Mexico: #HealthyTogether and 
#UnidosSomosMásFuerte 

 

#HealthyTogether 



 

 

Gracias 


